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COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 Sociology is the science of social life.  Social life encompasses everything humans do 
with or with reference to each other, including loving and hating, buying and selling, creating 
and criticizing, bonding and separating,  blaming and praising.  All of this can be studied 
scientifically – by creating and testing ideas and developing theories.  
 This course introduces you to Sociology.  By the end of the course you will understand: 
 
• The scope of sociology; 
• Some of the principal long-term patterns in the evolution of human societies; 
• Some of the principal medium-term patterns in the evolution of western societies, 

especially the United States; 
• The logic underlying several of the most important forms of sociological theory. 
 

READINGS 
 There is no text book for the course.  Instead I have assembled a packet of readings to 
accompany the lectures.  These readings are on E-reserve at the Main Library.  To access the 
articles, go to the Library web site (at the very bottom of the UGA home page) and click on “Gil 
Catalog.”  Under “Resources,” click on “Course Reserves.”  Click on “Search Course Reserves” 
and under “Course” scroll to “Soci 1101.”  The password is: introfall09 (note lower case). 
 It is best to read the readings before the lectures.  I will tell you during class or by an 
announcement on e-learning commons what you need to read for the upcoming classes. 
 

CLASSES 
 Classes meet 12:20-1:10.  Please be on time.  You are expected to attend every class.    
 

CLASSROOM CONDUCT 
 You are expected to attend every class in mind as well as body.  To that end, please: 
 
• Turn off all cell phones and pagers. 
• Do not even think of texting during class. 
• Put away all newspapers – including the crossword puzzle. 
• Do not do homework for this or other courses during class time. 
• Talk only to the class as a whole – on sociological topics. 
• Wait until the end of class before putting away your books. 
 

LAPTOP COMPUTERS 
 I do not allow laptops in class.  Laptops are, I believe, more of a hindrance than a help to 
students.  They are too easily used for other purposes during class time – checking Facebook or 
email, surfing web sites etc.  Even when used just to take notes they can distract students from 
listening to classroom discussion.  If, however, you have a special need to use a computer in 
class (e.g., you have an injured hand), please talk to me and I may grant an exemption. . 
 

COMMUNICATION 
 Please feel free to talk to me after class, drop by during office hours, or email 
(mcooney@uga.edu) me.  Please do not email me through e-learning commons.    
 

mailto:(mcooney@uga.edu)
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DISABILITIES 
 If you have a disability and would like to request classroom accommodations, please see 
me after class or make an appointment during office hours. 

         
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 Test 1  Friday, September 11   (20%)  
 Test 2  Friday, October 9   (25%) 
 Test 3  Friday, November 6   (25%) 

Final Exam Monday, December 14, 12:00-3:00  (30%) 
 
 All tests and exams have an essay or objective testing (multiple choice, true false, short 
answer) version. You may take either version of every test. 
 Please note there is no extra credit available in this course.   
 

MAKE-UP TESTS 
Make-up tests and exams will only be permitted under exceptional circumstances (e.g., 
medically certified hospitalization).  If you need to make up, please see me after class.  
You may be required to take the essay version of the test. 

 
 

GRADING 
A  93-100 
A- 90-92.99 
B+ 87-89.99 
B 83-86.99 
B- 80-82.99 
C+ 77-79.99 
C 73-76.99 
C-  70-72.99 
D 60-69.99 
F 0-59.99 

 Grades will be posted on E-learning commons. Please not that for those considering 
declaring a Sociology or Criminal Justice major, a C- will not count toward major completion.  
Students in the Franklin College must earn a C or better in major courses. 
 
 

ACADEMIC HONESTY 
 All academic work must meet the standards contained in “A Culture of Honesty.” 
Students are responsible for informing themselves about those standards.  
 

 
CAVEAT 

 The course syllabus is a general plan for the course; deviations announced to the class by 
the instructor may be necessary. 
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Topic 1:  WHAT IS SOCIOLOGY? (August 17-21) 

 
 
 
Required 
 
Collins, Randall 

1998 “The sociological eye.” Contemporary Sociology 27 (Jan): 2-7. 
 
Mills, C. Wright 

1959 “The promise of sociology.”  In The Sociological Imagination. New York: 
Oxford University Press.  

 
Giordano, Peggy C. 

1995 “The wider circle of friends in adolescence.” American Journal of Sociology 
101: 666-667, 670-687 (excerpt). 

 
 
Suggested 
 
Black, Donald 

1976  “Introduction.”  Pages 1-10 in The Behavior of Law. New York: Academic 
Press.  

Collins, Randall 
1994  Four Sociological Traditions. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 
Dahrendorf, Ralf 

1968  Essays in the Theory of Society.  Stanford: Stanford University Press.  
 
Durkheim, Emile 

1895  The Rules of Sociological Method. New York: Free Press, 1964. 
 
deSwaan, Abram 

2001  Human Societies: An Introduction. Cambridge: Polity Press. 
 
Elias, Norbert 
 1970  What is Sociology?  New York: Columbia University Press, 1978. 
 
Giddens, Anthony 

1976  New Rules of Sociological Method: a Positive Critique of Interpretative 
Sociologies London: Hutchinson. 

 
Gladwell, Malcolm 

2000  The Tipping Point: How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference. Boston: 
Little, Brown. 
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Topic 2:  TYPES OF HUMAN SOCIETY (August 24-Sept.11) 

 
 
Required 
 
Sanderson, Stephen K. 

1999  “Preindustrial societies.” Chapter 4 in Macrosociology: An Introduction to 
Human Societies.  (Excerpt: pp. 60-79). 

 
Crone, Patricia 

1989  "Socio-economic organization."  In Pre-Industrial Societies. Oxford: Basil 
Blackwell.  (Excerpts: Pages 12-22, 27, 30, 32-34) 

 
Greenblatt, Stephen 

2004  “Primal scenes.” In Will in the World: How Shakespeare became 
Shakespeare. New York: W.W. Norton and Co. (Excepts: Pp. 23-26, 76-77, 
87-95, 163-165, 172-173).   

  
McNeill, J.R. and William H. McNeill 

2003  The Human Web: A Bird’s-Eye View of World History. New York: W.W. 
Norton and Co. (Excerpts pp. 279-288, 309-311, 315-318).  

 
 
 
Suggested 
 
Berdan, Frances E. 

1982  The Aztecs of Central Mexico: An Imperial Society. New York: Holt, 
Rinehart, and Winston. 

 
Diamond, Jared 

1997  Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fate of Human Societies. New York: W.W. 
Norton. 

 
Caplow, Theodore, Louis Hicks, and Ben J. Wattenberg 

2001  The First Measured Century: An Illustrated Guide to Trends in America, 
1900-2000. Washington D.C.: AEI Press. 

 
Changnon, Napoleon 

1977  Yanomamö: The Fierce People. New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston 
(second edition; first edition, 1968). 

 
Ekvall, Robert B, 

1968  Fields on the Hoof: Nexus of Tibetan Nomadic Pastorlism. New York: 
Holt, Rinehart, and Winston. 
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Evans-Pritchard, E.E. 

1940  The Nuer: A Description of the Modes of Livelihood and Political 
Institutions of a Nilotic People. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

 
Harner, Michael J. 

1972  The Jívaro: People of the Sacred Waterfalls. New York: Anchor Books, 
1973. 

 
Hoebel, E. Adamson 

1960  The Cheyennes: Indians of the Great Plains. New York: Holt, Rinehart, and 
Winston. 

 
Johnson, Allen W. and Timothy Earle 

2000  The Evolution of Human Societies: From Foraging Group to Agrarian 
State. Stanford: Stanford University Press (second edition; first edition, 
1987). 

 
Kelly, Raymond L. 

1995  The Foraging Spectrum: Diversity in Hunter-Gatherer Lifeways. 
Washington D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press. 

 
Kroeber, Theodora 

1961  Ishi in Two Worlds:  A Biography of the Last Wild Indian in North 
America.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 1976. 

 
Laslett, Peter 

1971  The World We Have Lost: English Society before the Coming of Industry. 
London: Metheun (second edition, first edition, 1965). 

 
Penn, Mark J. (with E. Kinney Zalesne) 

2007  Microtrends: Surprising Tales of the Way We Live Today. London: 
Penguin. 

 
Shostak, Marjorie 

1981  Nisa: The Life and Words of a !Kung Woman. Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press.  

 
Sjoberg, Gideon 

1960  The Pre-Industrial City. Glencoe: Free Press. 
 
Turnbull, Colin M. 

1965  Wayward Servants: The Two Worlds of African Pygmies. Garden City: 
Natural History Press.  
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Topic 3:  STRATIFICATION (Sept. 14-25) 

 
 
Required 
 
Gorman, Tom 

2003  “Wealth and poverty.”  In  The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Economics 
(excerpt).  New York: Penguin Books. 

 
Wilkinson, Richard and Kate Pickett 

2009  Pages xv-xvii and 15-30 in The Spirit Level: Why More Equal Societies 
Almost Always Do Better. London: Allen Lane.  

 
Ehrenreich, Barbara 

2001  “Evaluation.” In Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America. New 
York: Metropolitan Books. 

 
Chambliss, William J. 

1973  “The saints and the roughnecks.” Society 11: 24-31.  
 
O’Barr, William M. 

1982  “Speech styles in the courtroom: powerful versus powerless styles.” In 
Linguistic Evidence: Language, Power, and Strategy in the Courtroom. 
New York: Academic Press. 

  
 
Suggested 
 
Burd-Sharps, Sarah, Kristen Lewis, and Eduardo Borges Martin 

2008  The Measure of America: American Human Development Report, 2008-
2009. New York City: Columbia University Press. 

 
Bush, M.L. 

1983  Noble Privilege. New York: Holmes and Meier. 
 
Collins, Randall 

2000  “Situational stratification: A macro-micro theory of stratification.” 
Sociological Theory: 19: 17-43. 

 
Conniff, Rchard 

2002  The Natural History of the Rich: A Field Guide. New York: W.W. Norton. 
 
de Botton, Alain 

2004   Status Anxiety. New York: Pantheon Books. 
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Genovese, Eugene D. 
1972  Roll, Jordan, Roll:  The World the Slaves Made. New York: Vintage Books, 

1976. 
 
Kohn, Melvin 

1963  “Social class and parent-child relationships: an interpretation. “ American 
Journal of Sociology 68: 471-480. 

 
Lenski, Gerhard E. 

1966  Power and Privilege: A Theory of Social Stratification. Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 1984. 

 
Massey, Douglas and Nancy Dnton 

1993  American Apartheid: Segregation and the Making of the Underclass.  
Cambridge: Harvard University Press.  

 
Merton, Robert K. 

1968  “The Matthew effect in science.” Science 159: 55-63. 
 
Newman, Katherine S.  and Catherine Ellis 

1999                  “‘There’s no shame in my game:’ status and stigma among Harlem’s  
                           working poor.” In The Cultural Territories of Race: Black and White  
                           Boundaries, edited by Michèle Lamont. Chicago: University of Chicago  
                           Press.   

 
Patterson, Orlando 

1982  Slavery and Social Death:  A Comparative Study. Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press. 

 
Milner, Murray Jr. 

2004  Freaks, Geeks, and Cool Kids: American Teenagers, Schools, and the 
Culture of Consumption. New York: Routledge. 

 
Oliver, Melvin and Thomas M. Shapiro 

1995  Black Wealth/White Wealth: A New Perspective on Racial Inequality. 
New York: Routledge. 

 
Turner, Jonathan R. 

1984  Social Stratification: A Theoretical Analysis. New York: Columbia 
University press. 

 
Wolff, Edward N. 

2006  “International comparisons of wealth:  methodological issues and a 
summary of findings.” Pages 1-16 in International Perspectives on 
Household Wealth, edited by Edward N. Wolff. Cheltenham: Edward 
Elgar.  
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Topic 4:  MORPHOLOGY (Sept. 29-Oct. 9) 
 

 
Required 
 
Harris, Marvin 

1988  “Domestic life.”  From Culture, People, Nature: An Introduction to 
General Anthropology. New York: Harper and Row. 

 
McLanahan, Sara and Dona Schwartz 

2002  “Life without father: what happens to the children?” Contexts 1 (1) 35-44. 
 
Amato, Paul R, Alan Booth, David R. Johnson, and Stacy J. Rogers 

2007  Pages 204-208 in Alone Together: How Marriage in America is Changing.  
Cambridge: Harvard University Press.  

 
Caplow, Theodore 

1982  “Christmas giving and kin networks.” American Sociological Review 47: 
383-389, 391-392 (excerpt). 

 
Bergesen, Albert 

1979  “Spirituals, jazz, blues, and soul music: the role of elaborated and 
restricted codes in the maintenance of social solidarity.” From The 
Religious Dimension: New Directions in Quantitative Research, edited by 
Robert Wuthnow. New York: Academic Press. 

  
     
 
Suggested 
 
Baumgartner, M.P. 

1988  The Moral Order of a Suburb. New York: Academic Press.  
 

1998  “Introduction: the moral voice of the community.”  Sociological Focus 31: 
105-113. 

 
Berger, Peter and Hansfried Kellner 

1964  “Marriage and the construction of reality: an exercise in the microociology 
of knowledge.” Diogenes 46: 1-25. 

 
Bernstein, Basil B. 

1971  Class, Codes, and Control, Volume 1. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul  
 
Black, Donald 

1993  “Taking sides.” Pages 125-143  in The Social Structure of Right and Wrong.  
San Diego: Academic Press, 1998.  
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Durkheim, Emile 

1893  The Division of Labor in Society. New York: Free Press, 1964.  
 
Estrich, Susan 

1987  Real Rape. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
 
Gerstel, Naomi and Natalia Sarskian 

2006  “Marriage: the good, the bad, and the greedy.” Contexts 5(4): 16-21. 
 
Granovetter, Mark S 

1973  “The strength of weak ties.” American Journal of Sociology 78:  1360-1380. 
 
Geremek, Bronislaw 

1971  The Margins of Society in Late Medieval Paris. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1987. 

 
Hochschild, Arlie Russell  

1997  When Work Becomes Home and Home Becomes Work. New York: 
Metropolitan Books. 

 
Hochschild, Arlie Russell and Anne Machung 

1989  The Second Shift: Working Parents and the Revolution at Home.  New 
York: Viking.  

 
Lundsgaarde, Henry P. 

1977  Murder in Space City: A Cultural Analysis of Houston Homicide Patterns. 
New York: Oxford University Press.  

 
McLanahan, Sarah and Gary Sandefur 

1994  Growing Up with a Single Parent: What Hurts, What Helps. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press.  

 
Putnam, Robert D. 

2000  Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community.  New 
York: Simon and Schuster. 

 
Todd, Emmanuel 
 1985  The Explanation of Ideology: Family Structures and Social Systems. Oxford:  
   Basil Blackwell. 
  
Watts, Duncan J. 

2003  Six Degrees: The Science of a  Connected Age. New York: W.W. Norton and 
Company. 
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Topic 5:  CULTURE (Oct. 12-23) 
 
Required 
 
Ostler, Rosemarie 

1999  “Disappearing languages.” The Futurist (August-September): 16-22. 
 
World Values Survey 
 2009  “Values change the world: world values survey.”  
   www.worldvaluessurvey.org 
 
Lee, Jennifer and Frank D. Bean 

2003  “Beyond black and white: remaking race in America” Contexts 2 (3): 26-33. 
 
Wrigley, Julia 

1999  “Is racial oppression intrinsic to domestic work?  The experiences of 
children’s caregivers in contemporary America..”  From The Cultural 
Territories of Race: Black and White Boundaries, edited by Michèle Lamont. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  

 
 
 
 
Suggested 
 
Bellah, Robert N, Richard Madsen, William M. Sullivan, Ann Swidler, and Stephen M. Tipton 

1985  Habits of the Heart: Individualism and Commitment in American Life.  
Berkeley: University of California Press.  

 
Becker, Howard S. 

1982  Art Worlds. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
 
Bourdieu, Pierre 

1984  Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgment of Taste. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press.  

 
1992  The Rules of Art: Genesis and Structure of the Literary Field. Stanford; 

Stanford University Press.  
 
DeNora, Tia 

1995  Beethoven and the Construction of Genius: Musical Politics in Vienna, 
1792-1803. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

 
DiMaggio, Paul 

1987  “Classification in art.” American Sociological Review 52: 440-455. 
 

http://www.worldvaluessurvey.,/
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Douglas, Mary 
1970  Natural Symbols: Explorations in Cosmology.  New York: Pantheon Books. 

 
Dollard, John 

1937  Caste and Class in a Southern Town. Madison: University of Wisconsin 
Press. 

 
Durkheim, Emile 

1912  The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life. New York: Free Press, 1965. 
 
Fine, Gary Alan 

1987  With the Boys: Little League Baseball and Pre-adolescent Culture.  Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press.  

 
Goldscheider, Calvin 

2003  “Are American Jews vanishing again?” Contexts2 (1): 18-24. 
 
Halle, David 

1993  Inside Culture: Art and Class in the American Home. Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press. 

 
Hunter, James Davidson 

1991  Culture Wars: The Struggle to Define America.  New York: Basic Books. 
 
Lee, Jennifer 

2002  Civility in the City: Blacks, Jews, and Koreans in Urban America. 
Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

 
Lamont, Michèle (editor) 

1999  The Cultural Territories of Race:  Black and White Boundaries.  Chicago:  
University of Chicago Press.  

 
Lechner, Frank and John Boli 

2005  World Culture: Origins and Consequences.  Malden: Blackwell.  
 
Merton, Robert K. 

1973  The Sociology of Science: Theoretical and Empirical Investigations. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  

 
Schwartz, Barry 

1981  Vertical Classification: A Study in Structuralism and the Sociology of 
Knowledge. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  

 
Weber, Max 
 1904-1905 The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. Los Angeles: Roxbury,  
   1996. 
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Topic 6:  ORGANIZATION (Oct. 26-Nov.6) 
 
 
Required 
 
Fukuyama, Francis 

1992  “The worldwide liberal revolution.”  From The End of History and the Last 
Man. New York: Avon Books. 

 
Rummel, R.J. 

1994  "169,198,000 murdered: summary and conclusion."  From Death by 
Government. New Brunswick: Transaction Books. 

 
Coleman, James  

1982  “Two kinds of person: natural and corporate.” From The Asymmetric 
Society. Syracuse: Syracuse University Press. 

 
Ritzer, George 

1996  “The McDonaldization of society.” From The McDonaldization of Society: 
An Investigation into the Changing Character of Contemporary Social Life. 
Thousand Oaks: Pine Forge Press. 

 
 
 
 
Suggested 
  
Applebaum, Anne 

2003  Gulag: A History.  New York: Anchor Books. 
 
Bergesen, Albert  

1977  “Political witch hunts: the sacred and the subversive in cross-national 
perspective.” American Sociological Review 42: 220-233. 

 
Black, Donald 

1989  “The incorporation of conflict.”  Chapter 3 in Sociological Justice.  New 
York: Oxford University Press. 

 
Chandler, Alfred 

1977  The Visible Hand: The Managerial Revolution in American Business.  
Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

 
DiMaggio, Paul J. and Walter W. Powell. 

1983   "The iron cage revisited: institutional isomorphism and collective 
rationality in organizational fields." American Sociological Review 
48:147_160. 
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Durkheim, Emile 
 1899-1900 “Two laws of penal evolution.” University of Cincinnati Law Review 38:  
   32-60. 
 
Hannan, Michael T. and Glen R. Carroll 

1992  Dynamics of Organizational Populations: Density, Legitimation, and 
Competition. New York: Oxford University Press.  

 
Kanter, Rosabeth Moss 

1977  Men and Women of the Corporation.  New York: Basic Books. 
 
Ngor, Haing 

1987  A Cambodian Odyssey. New York: Macmillan. 
 
Michels, Robert  

1911  Political Parties: A Sociological Study og the Oligarchic Tendencies of 
Modern Democracy. New York: Free Press, 1962.  

 
Perrow, Charles 

1986  Complex Organizations: A Critical Essay. New York: Random House (third 
edition; first edition, 1972). 

 
Poggi, Gianfranco 

1978  The Development of the Modern State.: A Sociological Introduction. 
Stanford: Stanford University Press.  

 
Sen, Amartya 

1981  Poverty and Famines: An Essay on Entitlement and Deprivation.  Oxford: 
Clarendon Press.  

 
Scott, James C. 

1998  Seeing Like a State: How Certain Scheme to Improve the Human Condition 
Have Failed. New York: Yale University Press.  

 
Swanson, Guy E. 

1960  The Birth of the Gods: The Origins of Primitive Beliefs. Ann Arobr: 
University of Michigan Press.  

 
1967  Religion and Regime: A Sociological Account of the Reformation. Ann 

Arbor: University of Michigan Press.  
 
Weber, Max 

1922  “Bureaucracy.” Pages 196-244 in From Max Weber:  Essays in Sociology, 
edited by Hans Gerth and C. Wright Mills. New York:  Oxford University 
Press, 1958. 
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Topic 7: SOCIAL CONTROL (Nov 9-18) 
 
 
Required 
Cooney, Mark 

2009  “The morality of homicide “ From Is Killing Wrong? A Study in Pure 
Sociology.  Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, forthcoming.  

 
Goffman, Alice 

2009  “On the run: wanted men in a Philadelphia ghetto.” American Sociological 
Review 74: 339-357. 

 
Pager, Devah  

 2003  “The mark of a criminal record.” American Journal of Sociology 108: 935-975 
(excerpt).   

 
Coleman, James 

1966  "Female status and premarital sexual codes." American Journal of Sociology 
72: 217. 

  
Brooks, Geraldine 

1995  “Whom no man shall have deflowered before them.”  From Nine Parts of 
Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic Women. New York: Anchor Books. 

 
 
 
Suggested 
 
Baumgartner, M.P. 

1984  “Social control from below.”  From Toward a General Theory of Social 
Control, Volume 1: Fundamentals, edited by Donald Black. Orlando: 
Academic Press. 

 
1992  "War and peace in early childhood." Pp. 1-38 in Virginia Review of 

Sociology, Volume 1: Law and Conflict Management, edited by James 
Tucker. Greenwich: JAI Press. 

 
Black, Donald 

1993  The Social Structure of Right and Wrong. San Diego: Academic Press.  
 
Campbell, Bradley 

2009  “Genocide as social control.” Sociological Theory 27: 150-172. 
 
Collins, Randall 
 2008  Violence: A Micro-Sociological Theory. Princeton: Princeton University.  
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Cooney, Mark 
1998  Warriors and Peacemakers: How Third Parties Shape Conflict. New York: 

New York University Press.  
 
Elias, Norbert 

1939  The Civilizing Process: Sociogenetic and Psychogenetic Investigations. 
Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 2000.  

 
Foucault, Michel 

1975  Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. New York: Pantheon, 1975. 
 
Hasluck, Margaret 

1954  The Unwritten Law of Albania. Cambridge: University of Cambridge Press. 
 
Horwitz, Allan V. 

1982  The Social Control of Mental Illness. New York: Academic Press. 
 

1990  The Logic of Social Control. New York: Plenum. 
 
Morrill, Calvin 

1995  The Executive Way: Conflict Management in Corporations. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press.  

 
Senechal de la Roche, Roberta 

1996  "Collective violence as social control." Sociological Forum 11: 97-128. 
 

1997  "The sociogenesis of lynching."  Pages 48-76 in Under Sentence of Death: 
Lynching in the New South, edited by W. Fitzhugh Brundage. Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press. 

 
2001  “Why is collective violence collective?” Sociological Theory 19: 126-144. 

 
Shakur, Sanyika 

1993  Monster: The Autobiography of an L.A. Gang Member. New York: Penguin 
Books, 1994. 

 
Tucker, James 

1999  The Therapeutic Corporation. New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
Wolfgang, Marvin E. 

1958  Patterns in Criminal Homicide. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press. 
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Topic 8:  INDIVIDUAL-LEVEL THEORIES (Nov 20, 30) 
 
 
Required 
 
Nisbett, Richard E. and Dov Cohen 

1996  "Violence and honor in the southern United States." From Culture of 
Honor: The Psychology of Violence in the South. Boulder: Westview Press.  

 
Posner, Richard A. 

1992  "Sex and rationality." From Sex and Reason. Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press. 

 
  
  
Suggested 
 
Becker, Howard S.  

1963  “Becoming a marijuana user. “ Pages 41-58 in Outsiders: Studies in the 
Sociology of Deviance. New York: Free Press. 

 
Brenner, Reuven 

1983  History – The Human Gamble. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  
 
Coleman, James S. 

1990  Foundations of Social Theory. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.  
 
Collins, Randall 

2004  Interaction Ritual Chains. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
 
Durkehim, Emile 

1897  Suicide: A study in Sociology. New York: Free Press, 1951. 
 
Lofland, John and Rodney Stark 

1965  “Becoming a world saver: a theory of conversion to a deviant perspective.” 
American Sociological Review 30: 862-875. 

Merton, Robert 
1938  “Social structure and anomie.” American Sociological Review 3: 672-682.  

 
Olson, Mancur Jr. 

1990  The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups. 
Cambridge: Harvard University Press (revised edition; first edition, 1965). 

 
Stark, Rodney 

1994  “Rational choice theories of religion.” The Agora 2 (Winter) 1-5. 
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Topic 9:  SOCIAL-LEVEL THEORIES (Dec. 2, 4) 
 
 
Required 
 
Marx, Karl and Frederick Engels 

1848  Manifesto of the Communist Party (excerpt). New York: Meredith 
Corporation. 

 
Black, Donald 

1979  “A strategy of pure sociology.” Pp. 158-170 in The Social Structure of Right 
and Wrong.  San Diego: Academic Press 

 
 
Suggested 
 
Black, Donald 

1976  The Behavior of Law. New York: Academic Press. 
 

1998  The Social Structure of Right and Wrong. San Diego: Academic Press 
(revised edition; first edition, 1993).  

 
2000  “Dreams of pure sociology.” Sociological Theory 18: 343-367. 

 
Brownmiller, Susan 

1975   Against Our Will: Men, Women, and Rape. New York: Bantam Books. 
 
Bourdieu, Pierre 

1970  Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgment of Taste. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press. 

 
Collins, Randall 

1975  Conflict Sociology: Toward an Explanatory Science.  New York: Academic 
Press. 

 
Dahredorf, Ralf 

1959  Class and Class Conflict in Industrial Society. Stanford: Stanford University 
Press (revised edition; first edition, 1957). 

 
Gusfield, Joseph 

1963  Symbolic Crusade: Status Politics and the American Temperance 
Movement. Urbana: University of Illinois Press.  

 
Mann, Michael 

1986  The Source of Social Power. Volume 1: A History of Power from the 
Beginning to A.D. 1760. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 



 19

 
Topic 10:  CONCLUSION (Dec. 7) 

 
No reading 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


