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SPECIALTY AREAS

A.  Teaching - Deviant Behavior, Family and the Life Course, Medical Sociology

B.  Current Research - a) the manner in which family processes, peer associations, and community
context combine to influence risk for delinquency and emotional problems, b) the causes and
consequences of domestic violence, and c) the effect of discrimination, racial socialization, and
racial identity on the mental health of African Americans.
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Co-investigator, "Rural Family Economic Stress and Adolescent Drug Use." National Institute on Drug
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of Maternal and Child Health, Division of Health and Human Services. $244,577. 1988-1990.

Co-investigator, "Rural Family Economic Stress and Adolescent Drug Use." National Institute on Drug
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Principal Investigator, "Economic Strain, Social Support, and Rural Single-Parent Families.” National
Institute of Mental Health, $755,201. 1990-1994.

Principal Investigator, "The Impact of Economic Strain and Social Support on Single Parents."
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, $534,648. 1991-1995.

Co-investigator, "Rural Family Resilience to Economic Stress," National Institute of Mental Health,
$882,644. 1993-1996.
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Institute of Mental Health, $3,650,000. 2001-2007.

Principal Investigator, Minority Supplement to “Risk and Resilience among African American
Children.” National Institute of Mental Health, $103,900. 2003-2006.

Principal Investigator, “Sociocultural and Community Risk and Protective Factors for Child
Maltreatment and Youth Violence.” Center for Disease Control $1,978,700. 2004-2008.

Principal Investigator, “Vulnerability and Resilience among African American Parents.” National
Institute of Mental Health, $711,180. 2006-2011.

Principal Investigator, “Risk, Resilience, and Disorder: African Americans Transitioning to
Adulthood,” National Institute of Mental Health, $3,275,160, 2007-2012.
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The Relationship between Body Weight and Depressed Mood: Findings from a sample
of African American middle school girls.” Youth and Society, 39, 294-315.
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hostile view of relationships, and violence among African American boys. Journal of
Health and Social Behavior, 47-373-389.

Gene H. Brody, Velma Murry, Yi-Fu Chen, Xiaojia Ge, and Ronald L. Simons. 2006.
Perceived Discrimination and the Adjustment of African American Youths: A Five-Year
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Rand D. Conger. 2002. Discrimination, crime, ethnic identity and parenting as
correlates of depressive symptoms among African American children: A multilevel
analysis. Development and Psychopathology. 14, 371-393.
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Conger. 2002. Community contextual differences in the effect of parental
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2002. A test of life course explanations for stability and change in antisocial
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Quiality of parenting as mediator of the effect of childhood defiance on adolescent
friendship choices and delinquency: A growth curve analysis. Journal of Marriage
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of Marriage and the Family 59:219-232.
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Parents and peer groups as mediators of the effect of community structure on adolescent
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and social deviance explanations from the intergenerational transmission of domestic
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marital support as mediators and moderators of the impact of economic pressure on parental
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Les B. Whitbeck. 1993. Family economic stress and adjustment of early adolescent girls.
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Jay Beaman, Les B. Whitbeck, and Ronald L. Simons. 1993. Parental religiosity, parenting
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Simons. 1992. Linking family economic hardship to adolescent distress. Journal of
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Ronald L. Simons and Les B. Whitbeck. 1991. Sexual abuse as a precursor to prostitution and
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Ronald L. Simons, Les B. Whitbeck, Rand D. Conger, and Wu Chyi-In. 1991. Intergenerational
transmission of harsh parenting. Developmental Psychology 27:159-171.



Les B. Whitbeck, Ronald L. Simons, and Rand D. Conger. 1991. The effects of early family
relationships on contemporary relationships and assistance patterns between adult children
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Ronald L. Simons and Les B. Whitbeck. 1991. Running away as a precursor to adult
homelessness: An investigation of the consequences of leaving home during adolescence.
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factors, social skills, and value commitments as precursors to school failure, involvement
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Rand D. Conger, Glen H. Elder, Jr., Frederick O. Lorenz, Katherine J. Conger, Ronald L. Simons,
Les B. Whitbeck, Shirley Huck, and Janet N. Melby. 1990. Linking economic hardship to
marital quality and instability. Journal of Marriage and the Family 52:643-656.

Les B. Whitbeck and Ronald L. Simons. 1990. Life on the streets: Victimization of homeless
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International Journal of Aging and Human Development 18:121-139.

Ronald L. Simons. 1984. Practice implications of outcome research. Social Work 29:401-403.

Gale E. West and Ronald L. Simons. 1983. Sex differences in stress, coping resources, and
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Social Casework 60:201-208.

Ronald L. Simons and Wendy J. Harrod. 1979. Unemployment, legitimation, and property

crime: The sociological versus economic model of exchange. Journal of Social Service
Research 2:387-404.
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Books

Ronald L. Simons, Leslie Gordon Simons, & Lora Ebert Wallace. 2004. Families, Delinquency,
and Crime: Linking Society’s Most Fundamental Social Institution to Antisocial Behavior.
Los Angeles, CA: Roxbury.

Ronald L. Simons in collaboration with Rand Conger, Glen Elder, Fred Lorenz, and Les
Whitbeck. 1996. Understanding Differences Between Divorced and Intact Families.
Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.

Ronald L. Simons and Stephen M. Aigner. 1996. Practice Skills: A Problem Solving Approach.
New York: Macmillan, 1985.

Chapters in Books

Ronald L. Simons, Les B. Whitbeck, Janet N. Melby, and Chyi-In Wu. 1994. Economic
pressure and harsh parenting. In Rand D. Conger & Glen H. Elder (eds.), Families in
Troubled Times. NY: Aldine, 207-22.

Les B. Whitbeck, Frederick O. Lorenz, Ronald L. Simons, and Shirley Huck. 1994. Family
origins of personal and social well-being. In Rand D. Conger & Glen H. Elder (eds.),
Families in Troubled Times. NY: Aldine, 149-166.

Ronald L. Simons, Les B. Whitbeck, and Chyi-In Wu. 1994. Resilient and vulnerable
adolescents. In Rand D. Conger & Glen H. Elder (Eds.), Families in Troubled Times. NY:
Aldine, 223-234.
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