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This reading list represents the essential core of the Deviance, Criminology, and Law
Area. ltis intended as a guide upon which students can build when studying for the
comprehensive exam.

Conceptions of Deviance and Social Control

Becker, Howard S. 1973. Outsiders: Studies in the Sociology of Deviance. New York:
Free Press.

Conrad, Peter and Joseph W. Schneider. 1999. “Medicine as an Institution of Social
Control: Consequences for Society.” Pp. 563-96 in Stuart H. Traub and Craig B.
Little (eds.), Theories of Deviance (5" ed.). ltasca: F.E. Peacock Publishers.
Cohen, Stanley. 1985. Visions of Social Control. Cambridge: Polity Press.

Durkheim, Emile. 1933. “The Function of the Division of Labor.” Pp. 1-233 in The
Division of Labor in Society. New York: The Free Press.

. 1938. “Rules for Distinguishing between the Normal and the Pathological.”
Pp. 47-75 in The Rules of Sociological Method. New York: The Free Press.

. 1951. Suicide: A Study in Sociology. New York: The Free Press.
Erikson, Kai T. 1966. Wayward Puritans. New York: Wiley.
Gibbs. Jack. 1989. Norms, Deviance, and Social Control. New York: Elsevier.

Gusfield, Joseph. 1968. “Moral Passage: The Symbolic Process in Public
Designations of Deviance.” Social Problems 15:175-88.

Horwitz, A. V. 1990. The Logic of Social Control. New York: Plenum.

Reiman, Jeffery. 2004. The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison: Ideology, Class,
and Criminal Justice (7th ed.). Boston: Pearson/Allyn and Bacon.



Theories and Perspectives of Deviance, Crime & Social Control
General

Akers, Ronald L. and Christine Sellers 2004. Criminological Theories:
Introduction, Evaluation, and Application (4™ ed.). Los Angeles: Roxbury.

Chambiliss, William J. 1976. “Functional and Conflict Theories of Crime: The
Heritage of Emile Durkheim and Karl Marx.” Pp. 1-28 in William J.

Chambliss and Milton Mankoff (eds.), Whose Law, What Order. New
York: Wiley.

Kornhauser, Ruth R. 1978. Social Sources of Delinquency. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press.

Messner, Steven F., Marvin D. Krohn, and Allen E. Liska (eds.). 1989.
Theoretical Integration in the Study of Deviance and Crime: Problems and
Prospects. Albany: SUNY Press.

Simons, Ronald L., Leslie G. Simons, and L. Wallace. (2004). Families,
Delinquency, and Crime. Oxford Press.

Biosocial & Psychological Theories

Buss, David M. 2005. The Murderer Next Door: Why the Mind is Designed to
Kill. The Penguin Press

Daly, Martin and Margo Wilson. 1988. Homicide. New York: A. deGruyter.

Ellis, Lee and Anthony Walsh. 1997. “Gene-Based Evolutionary Theories in
Criminology.” Criminology 35:229-76.

Fishbein, Diana. 2001. Biobehavioral Perspectives in Criminology. Wadsworth.

Walsh, Anthony and Lee Ellis (eds.). 2003. Biosocial Criminology: Challenging
Environmentalism@ Supremacy. New York: Nova Science Publishers.

Strain Theories

Agnew, Robert. 2006. Pressured into Crime: An Overview of General Strain
Theory. Roxbury.

Cohen, Albert K. 1955. Delinquent Boys. New York: Macmillan Publishing
Company.



Merton, Robert K. 1967. Social Theory and Social Structure. New York: The
Free Press. (Ch.6 & 7).

Messner, Steve and Richard Rosenfeld. 2007. Crime and the American Dream
(4th ed.). Belmont, CA: Thomson/\Wadsworth.

Subcultural, Cultural, and Learning Theories

Cloward, Richard A. and Lloyd E. Ohlin. 1960. Delinquency and Opportunity: A
Theory of Delinquent Gangs. New York: The Free Press.

Nisbett, Richard E. and Dov Cohen. 1996. Culture of Honor: The Psychology of
Violence in the South. Westview Press.

Sutherland, Edwin H. 1955. “Differential Association.” In Edwin Sutherland,
Principles of Criminology. Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott.

Sykes, Gresham M. and David Matza. 1957. “Techniques of Neutralization: A
Theory of Delinquency.” American Sociological Review 22:664-70.

Thornberry, Terence P. 1987. “Toward an Interaction Theory of Delinquency.”
Criminology 25:863-91.

Control and Social Disorganization Theories

Braithwaite, John. 1989. Crime, Shame and Reintegration. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Braithwaite, John. 2002. Restorative Justice and Responsive Regulation.
Oxford University Press.

Cohen, Lawrence E. and Marcus Felson. 1979. “Social Change and Crime Rate
Trends: A Routine Activity Approach.” American Sociological Review
44:588-608.

Felson, Marcus. 2002. Crime and Everyday Life (3 ed.). Pine Forge Press.

Gottfredson, Michael R. and Travis Hirschi. 1990. A General Theory of Crime.
Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press.

Hirschi, Travis. 1969. Causes of Delinquency. Berkeley: University of California
Press.

Laub, John H. and Robert J. Sampson. 2003. Shared Beginnings, Divergent
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Lives: Delinquent Boys to Age 70. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University
Press.

Morenoff, Jeffrey D., Robert J. Sampson, and Stephen W. Raudenbush. 2001.
“‘Neighborhood Inequality, Collective Efficacy, and the Spatial Dynamics of
Urban Violence.” Criminology 39:517-60.

Pratt, Travis C. and Francis T. Cullen. 2000. “The Empirical Status of Gottfredson
and Hirschi=s General Theory of Crime: A Meta Analysis.” Criminology
38:931-64.

Piquero, Alex R. and Matthew Hickman. 1999. “An Empirical Test of Tittle=s
Control Balance Theory.” Criminology 37:319-42.

Sampson, Robert J. and John H. Laub. 1993. Crime in the Making: Pathways
and Turning Points through Life. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University
Press.

Sampson, Robert J., Jeffrey D. Morenoff, and Felton Earls. 1999. “Beyond
Social Capital: Spatial Dynamics of Collective Efficacy for Children.”
American Sociological Review 64:633-60.

Shaw, Clifford R. and Henry D. McKay. 1969. Juvenile Delinquency and Urban
Areas. Rev. ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Tittle, Charles. 1995. Control-Balance: Toward a General Theory of Deviance.
Boulder, Colo.: Westview.

Critical Perspectives

Belknap, Joanne. 2007. Invisible Women: Gender, Crime, and Justice (3" ed.).
Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

Pepinski, Harold E. and Richard Quinney (eds.). 1991. Criminology as
Peacemaking. Bloomington: Indiana University Press

Quinney, Richard. 1970. The Social Reality of Crime. Boston: Little, Brown.
Schram, Pamela J. and Barbara Koons-Witt (eds.). 2004. Gendered (In)justice:
Theory and Practice in Feminist Criminology. Long Grove, lll.: Waveland

Press.

Schur, Edwin. 1971. Labeling Deviant Behavior: Its Sociological Consequences.
New York: Harper & Row.



Spitzer, Steven. 1975. “Toward a Marxian Theory of Deviance.” Social
Problems 22:638-51.

Taylor, lan, Paul Walton, and Jack Young. 1973. The New Criminology. New
York: Harper & Row.

Turk, Austin T. 1969. Criminality and Legal Order. Chicago: Rand McNally &
Co.

Additional Theories
Felson, Marcus. 2006. Crime and Nature. Sage Publications.

Katz, Jack. 1988. Seductions of Crime: Moral and Sensual Attractions in Doing
Evil. New York: Basic Books.

McCarthy, Bill. 2002. “New Economics of Sociological Criminology.” Annual
Review of Sociology 28:417-42.

Piquero, Alex R. and Stephen G. Tibbetts (eds.). 2002. Rational Choice and
Criminal Behavior: Recent Research and Future Challenges. New York:
Routledge.

Steffensmeier, Darrell and Jeffrey T. Ulmer. 2005. Confessions of a Dying Thief:
Understanding Criminal Careers and lllegal Enterprise. New Brunswick:
Aldine de Gruyter.

Empirical Studies of Deviance & Crime

Anderson, Elijah. 1999. Code of the Street. Norton.

Blumstein, Alfred and Joel Wallman (eds.). 2001. The Crime Drop in America. New
York: Cambridge University Press.

Blau, Judith R., and Pater M. Blau. 1982. “The Cost of Inequality: Metropolitan
Structure and Violent Crime.” American Sociological Review 47:114-29.

Bourgois, Philippe. 1995. In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio. New York:
Cambridge University Press.

Bursik, Robert J., Jr. and Harold G. Grasmick. 1993. Neighborhoods and Crime: The
Dimensions of Effective Community Control. New York: Lexington Books.

Chesney-Lind, Meda. 2003. The Female Offender: Girls, Women, and Crime.
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Thousand Oaks, Calif.: Sage.

Currie, Elliott. 1985. Confronting Crime: An American Challenge. New York:
Pantheon.

Fingarette, Herbert. 1988. Heavy Drinking: The Myth of Alcoholism as a Disease.
Berkeley: University of California Press.

Giordano, Peggy C., Stephen A. Cernkovich, and Jennifer L. Rudolph. 2002. “Gender,
Crime, and Desistance: Toward a Theory of Cognitive Transformation.”
American Journal of Sociology 107:990-1064.

Goode, Erich. 1999. Drugs in American Society (5" ed.). New York: McGraw Hill.

Heimer, Karen and Stacy DeCoster. 1999. “The Gendering of Violent Delinquency.”
Criminology 37:277-317.

Jacobs, Bruce A. and Richard Wright. 2006. Street Justice: Retaliation in the Criminal
Underworld. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Kleck, Gary. 2005. Point Blank: Guns and Violence in America. New Brunswick, NJ:
Aldine Transaction.

Land, Kenneth C., Patricia L. McCall, and Lawrence E. Cohen. 1990. “Structural
Covariates of Homicide Rates: Are There Any Invariances across Time and
Social Space?” American Journal of Sociology 95:922-63.

Scheff, Thomas J. 1999. Being Mentally Ill: A Sociological Theory. New York: Aldine
de Gruyter.

Warr, Mark. 2002. Companions in Crime: The Social Aspects of Criminal Conduct.
Cambridge University Press.

Zimring, Franklin E. 2007. The Great American Crime Decline. Oxford University
Press.

Law and Social Control

Adamson, Christopher. 1984. “Toward a Marxian Penology: Captive Criminal
Populations as Economic Threats and Resources.” Social Problems 31:435-58.

Baldus, David C., George Woodworth, and Charles A. Pulaski, Jr. 1990. Equal Justice
and the Death Penalty: A Legal and Empirical Analysis. Boston: Northeastern
University Press.



Baumgartner, M.P. 1988. The Moral Order of a Suburb. New York: Oxford University
Press.

Black, Donald J. 1976. The Behavior of Law. New York: Academic Press.

. 1993. The Social Structure of Right and Wrong. San Diego, Calif.:
Academic Press.

. 2004. “The Geometry of Terrorism.” Sociological Theory 22:14-25.

Chambliss, William J. 1964. “A Sociological Analysis of the Law of Vagrancy.” Social
Problems 12:67-77.

Daly, Kathleen. 1994. Gender, Crime, and Punishment. New Haven, Conn.: Yale
University Press.

Durkheim, Emile. 1983 [1902]. “Two Laws of Penal Evolution.” Ch. 4 in Steven Lukes
and Andrew Scull (eds.), Durkheim and the Law. New York: St. Martin=s Press.

Elias, Norbert. 1982 [1939]. The Civilizing Process, i., The History of Manners. New
York: Pantheon.

. 1982 [1939]. The Civilizing Process, ii., Power and Civility. New York:
Pantheon.

Foucault, Michel. 1977. Discipline and Punishment. New York: Pantheon Books.

Galanter, Marc. 1974. “Why the ‘Haves’ Come Out Ahead: Speculations on the Limits
of Legal Change.” Law & Society Review 9:95-160.

Garland, David. 1990. Punishment and Modern Society. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.

2001. Culture of Control: Crime and Social Order in Contemporary Society.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Harcourt, Bernard E. 2001. lllusion of Order: The False Promise of Broken Windows
Policing. Harvard University Press.

Horwitz, Allan V. 1982. The Social Control of Mental lliness. New York: Academic
Press.

Platt, Anthony M. 1977. The Child Savers (2" ed.). Chicago: University of Chicago
Press.



Rothman, David J. 1971. The Discovery of the Asylum. Boston: Little, Brown.

Rusche, Georg and Otto Kirchheimer. 1939. Punishment and Social Structure. New
York: Columbia University Press.

Smart, Carole. 1989. Feminism and the Power of Law. London: Routledge.
Tyler, Tom R. 2006. Why People Obey the Law. Princeton University Press.

Western, Bruce. 2006. Punishment and Inequality in America. New York: Russell
Sage.



